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By Hudson Kuteesa

FUTURE FOR KIDS in Rwanda, an Austrian 
development aid association represented 
by its local NGO of the same name, is dedi-
cated to the welfare of vulnerable children 
and young people. Last week, they inau-
gurated an Early Childhood Development 
Centre (ECD) to assist single mothers in 
raising their children while they undergo 
vocational training in sewing and tailoring.

The NGO has been operating in Rwanda 
since 2011 with the goal of combating pov-
erty, discrimination, abuse, and promot-
ing education.

The latest project by Future for Kids, the 
ECD, is situated in the Kinigi sector of the 
Musanze district in the Northern Prov-
ince. The NGO already operates a sewing 
training centre for single mothers in the 
same area.

The ECD has the capacity to accommo-
date 45 children. Otto Fischer, the Chair-
man of Future for Kids, highlighted that 
the project addresses critical issues such 
as poverty, nutritional needs, lack of skills, 
discrimination, and abuse. The ECD en-
ables single mothers to concentrate on 
their training while ensuring the safety 
and professional care of their children.

“Being a single mother in Rwanda has 
dire consequences. Many of these young 
mothers face expulsion from their families 
due to the shame they bring upon them. 
Some have lost the support of their fami-
lies and struggle to provide for themselves 
and their infants,” he said.

Future for Kids collaborates with Muhi-
simbi, a local NGO, to assist single moth-
ers in acquiring vocational skills and build-
ing a better future for themselves and their 
children.

“These mothers require guidance. When 
they initially join our sewing training, they 
often suffer from low self-esteem. How-
ever, through group support with others 
facing similar circumstances and receiv-
ing care from our staff and social workers, 
their self-perception as mothers and con-
tributing members of society improves,” 

Austrian NGO builds ECD to 
support single mothers in Rwanda

The newly 
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Fischer said.
Upon completing the one-year training 

program, the majority of the mothers be-
come qualified and can establish their own 
careers in the sewing business. They are 
equipped with sewing machines and basic 
materials to support their self-sufficiency.

As the NGO embarks on the ECD project, 
Fischer emphasized the need for support 
to address various requirements along the 
way. These include budgeting for the care 
of the 45 young children and compen-
sating staff members, such as childcare 
professionals and management. To learn 
more about how to get involved, please 
visit the English version of their website at 
www.future4kids.at.

Fischer commended Rwanda’s efforts 
in promoting ECDs, acknowledging their 
significant role in nurturing children and 
stimulating their minds at an early age, 
while preventing issues such as abuse 
and malnutrition from adversely affecting 
them.
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